PRE-WRITING TASKS

A problem at school
Die folgenden Aufgaben und Materialien wurden von Lehrerinnen und Lehrern für Lehrkräfte
der SEK I entwickelt und können als gesamtes Aufgabenpaket oder als Einzelaufgaben in den
Unterricht integriert werden. Sie sollen Schülerinnen und Schüler beim Aufbau der individuellen
Schreibfertigkeit in der Fremdsprache Englisch unterstützen. Das gesamte Aufgabenpaket umfasst Exercises und Activities zu den Aspekten Task Achievement, Cohesion and Coherence,
Grammar und Vocabulary. Die Exercises und Activities entsprechen den zur Bewertung von
Schülertexten herangezogenen Dimensionen der vom BIFIE entwickelten Assessment Scale
(https://www.bifie.at/node 3231).

PRE-WRITING LONG PROMPT
A PROBLEM AT SCHOOL
A few days ago you had a problem at school. Your uncle in the USA is a teacher. So you
write him a letter to tell him about the situation.
Write a letter (120–150 words) to your uncle.
Tell him
•
•
•
•
•
•

why you are writing the letter
what the situation was
how you felt in this situation
what you did in this situation
what you think about this problem now
what you want to do now

TASK ACHIEVEMENT 1
Look at the three endings. Which is the best one?
Why do you think it is the best one?
Now I have told you everything about my problem. It is really a terrible situation. How are
you?
Ciao,
Tim
So this was my problem. Tell me what to do and write back!
Greetings from your nephew,
Stefan
What do you think about my problem? What would you do? I hope to hear from you soon!
Yours,
Bill

TASK ACHIEVEMENT 2
There are 6 content points you have to write about in your letter. Come up with 2 problems
you could write about and add the necessary information for each content point.
There is one example to help you get started.

Problem:

why you are writing
the letter

You got a bad mark
on a test.
need advice, want to
tell someone about
the problem

what the situation
was

Maths test, studied

how you felt in this
situation

sad, disappointed,

what you did in this
situation

tried to hide your

what you think
about this problem
now

want to talk to

too little

embarrassed

feelings

teacher, ask parents
for help

You don’t get along
You think one of your
with one of your
teachers is unfair.
classmates.

COHERENCE AND COHESION 1
In the following part of a student’s letter there are some underlined words that do not fit into
the text. Find another word that fits better. The first one has been done for you.
I am really unhappy at the moment but (and) I need your advice. Last week we had a maths
test because (___________) I didn’t study a lot for it. I really wanted to and (___________)
I didn’t have enough time. We had a very important soccer game, but (___________) our
team had a lot of extra training!

While (___________) we got our test back, I was very nervous. Our teacher, which
(___________) is quite strict, told me that he wanted to talk to my parents. Now (___________)
he gave me my test book. I didn’t even want to open it!

COHERENCE AND COHESION 2
The 6 parts of the following letter have been mixed up. Put them into the correct order.
Usually I get good marks in German and so I was really shocked about the bad mark. So
I just closed the book again, even though I was really sad. I don’t know what went wrong.
Hope to hear from you soon!
Yours,
Nick
Dear Uncle Steve,
I hope you are okay. Has school in America already started again?
Now I am scared how my parents will react. I have not told them yet and I am not sure what
they will say. But I have to tell them because they always have to sign our tests.
What do you think? Should I tell them about the bad mark or just sign the test myself?
I have been back at school for over a month now and I had my first German test last week.
Yesterday we got our tests back and when my teacher handed mine back to me he just
shook his head! When I opened my test book I understood his reaction – it was a disaster!

GRAMMAR 1
One word in the following sentences is in the wrong place. Underline the word and rewrite
the sentence in the correct way.
1. Our teacher handed then our tests back.
														

2. Our parents also must sign the tests.
														

3. I am scared what will my parents say.
														

4. He looked now at me.
														

5. I get excellent marks usually in Maths.
														

6. Has already school started in America?
														

GRAMMAR 2
Read the following part of a student’s letter. Choose the correct words for the gaps.
The first one has been done for you. .
I (1) had a bad feeling when our teacher came in with the test books. She (2) ____________
very happy. Then Mrs. Cooper called me to her desk and handed me back (3) ____________
test book.
I (4) ____________ totally shocked when I opened it. It was the (5) ____________ mark
I had ever got on an English test. Now I (6) ________________ what to do. My parents (7) _____________ very angry with me when I tell them. But I know that I will feel
(8) ________________ when I tell them!

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

A
have
didn’t look
your
am
worst
didn’t know
were
best

B
am having
hasn’t looked
her
will be
worse
don’t know
are
better

C
had
doesn’t look
my
was
baddest
doesn’t know
will be
gooder

VOCABULARY 1
When writing about your problem, you have to describe your ideas. Which words or phrases
could you use to talk about the different content points? One example has been done for you.
why you are
writing the
letter
talk about
your feelings

what the
situation
was
terrible fight

what you
how you felt what you did
think about
in this
in this
this problem
situation
situation
now
unhappy

fight back

wrong
reaction

what you
want to do
now
apologise

VOCABULARY 2
Look at the list of nouns below. Which positive (+) and negative (–) words can you think of to
describe those nouns in detail?
Noun

mark

teacher

classmate

feeling

situation

parents’ reaction

+

–

